Lead Poisoning

Home Checklist

The following questions will help you
delermine if your family Is at risk for
lead poisoning.

1. Was your home built before 19787

A majortty of homes built before 1378 (espedally homes built throughaut the 13405 1o 13603), cortain lead-based pairt, which
can have a dangerous effect on the health of young children Under the age of six) and pregnant women.

2. Do you see walls, furniture, or window sills in your home with
chipping or peeling paint?
Lerad-based paint isunsafe if it peels, chibs, or cracks. Hamnal lead dust is created when windows, doors, edges of dairs, rails,
or other leadthased painted surfaces wear away over tme. You or your |andlord can get your hame checked for lead by hiring a

frained, cerfified professional. Wany young chilcren put their hands or other ohipds covered with lead dustin their mouths, which
can causa serious darmage to their health. W sh children’s band s, bottles, pacifiers, and toys ofen.

3. Do your children play in lead-contaminated soil near your home?

Sail around hormes with lead-based paint rmay hawe lead chips, dud, or flakes in . Children can accidertally awallow this soil
uhile playing outdoors, or the soil ray be fracked indoorsfrom shoes onto carpet and foors where children can eventually come
into contact vath it. Teach children to wipe and remove their shoes, as well as to wash their hands, after playing outdoars.

4. Do you store food in imported pottery that contains lead?

rmparted potery and dishware usually cortain lead. To protect your family from lead poisaning, wse imported pottery anly for
decoration, and keep food and drinks n other safe, storage containers.

5. Do you work with lead in your job?

You rmay be exposed to lead on the job F you work as a painter, ronworker, construdion worker, cable splicer, autormobile
radiator repar rmechanic, firearmns instudor, metal shop worler, stained glass arig, or batery maker. Fyou work ina lead
related industry, change your work clothes before entering the horme, wash your work clothes separately fror the dothes you
uwear around your family, and remme your shoes before entering your home, as lead can be tracled indoors onto carpets, foars,
and furniure.

If you have answered ye s to any of these questions, have your home tested hya certified professional by
contacting 1-800-424-LEAD (5323) orvisiting www. epa.govilead. if you rent, find out if your landlord has checked
your home for lead. Have your children te sted for lead poisoning hy asking your doctor or your heatth s pecialist Medicare
should pay for the cost of the lead poisoning test
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Reference: hfarmation in this fact sheet wastaken from EPAs veh ite at waan.epa godead . More infoma-
fioh can also ke obtained from the Matond Lead Information Center at 1-500-424-LEAD (5323).



